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Hot Springs residents join effort to replace Medals of Honor

BENTONVILLE (AP)
— A new temporary exhibition at Crystal Bridges Museum of American
Art begins with a question
posed by a group of black
artists in the 1960s: "Is
there a Negro image?"
The group, known collectively as Spiral, came
together to discuss the
role black artists should
play during the civil-rights
movement. While the goal
was to develop a shared
position on what it meant
to make art during the politically charged period in
America, Zoe Whitley, curator of international art for
the Tate Modern in London, said their conclusion
spoke volumes.
"They gave no single

answer," Whitley said.
The differing viewpoints serve as the backdrop of "Soul of a Nation:
Art in the Age of Black
Power," an exhibition developed by the Tate Modern and making its U.S. debut at Crystal Bridges. The
show, which features 164
paintings, murals, sculptures and photographs, examines the different ways
black artists were influenced by the cultural and
political movements in
America between 1963 and
1983.
The Arkansas Democrat-Gazette reports that
"Soul of a Nation" opened
Feb. 3 and will be on view
at the Bentonville museum
through April 23.

Romare Bearden, Faith
Ringgold, Betye Saar,
Noah Purifoy, Martin Puryear and William T. Williams are among 60 artists
featured in "Soul of a Nation." The Tate Modern organized their work into 12
sections, which are grouped
by movements, geography,
galleries and collectives.
The show begins with the
formation of Spiral and its
"black and white" works,
winds through sections like
the "Kool-Aid" colored art
from Chicago-based collective AfriCOBRA and
ends with a segment devoted to Just Above Midtown,
a gallery that was established to exhibit work from
contemporary black artists.

Crystal Bridges shows
1960s works by black artists

After retiring from the
military, King broke his
right leg and was sent to
Hot Springs to be treated at
the former Army and Navy
General Hospital in February 1937. He died there
of pneumonia on May 20,
1938, according to the
Garland County Historical
Society.
According to Reid, the
destroyer USS John King
was later named in his
honor and his two Medals
of Honor were given to the
then-commander, Albert
Monroe Sackett, during
a visit to Ballinrobe, and
were displayed on board
the ship, which was decommissioned in 1990.
"They have since disappeared and the family is
seeking replicas," the request states.
Reid, in an email last
September to Mary Zunick,
cultural affairs manager
with Visit Hot Springs and
director of the Hot Springs
Sister City program, said
the medals had been kept
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Lt. Col. Shawn C. Purvis,
defense and air attaché in
Dublin, apologizing for
"this very unfortunate turn
of events."
"The King family entrusted the U.S. Navy with
a priceless piece of their
family history, and a gross
injustice occurred with
the misplacement of these
family heirlooms. I am
hopeful that the original
medals will be found since
it is believed they were last
seen in 1974, but the return
of the original medals will
be the ultimate goal. ... If
the original medals cannot
be located, there should
not be a problem getting
replacements from the
U.S. Navy. Even if I have
to purchase them myself,
I will do everything in my
power to get the medals replaced in a timely manner,"
the memo states.
"He's a hometown
hero," Everhart said.

in a biscuit box in King's
home in Ballinrobe until
they were handed to Sackett during a visit in 1962.
"We were told the medals were on display on the
ship afterward. However,
no one knows what happened to the medals after
the ship was decommissioned (in) 1990." A family
friend applied to the U.S.
government for replicas,
"but so far to no avail,"
Reid said in the email.
"Their reasoning appears to be that if the medals were loaned to the Navy
it was a permanent loan,
even though there is no record of such an agreement.
This is despite the fact that
we have documentation
that the Navy had the medals and lost them. Bottom
line they just don't replace
Medals of Honor," Arrison
said in an email to Cotton's
office.
Among the documents
provided by Visit Hot
Springs is an October 2009
memo from U.S. Air Force
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delegation to find a resolution to the problem. The
Navy will not replace the
medals only reissue the
proclamation awarding the
medals. We are now wondering since the medals are
awarded by Congress, not
the Navy, maybe there is
some other mechanism to
get them replaced. We're
not sure what that is, but
we are not giving up. We
are very proud to be the
final resting place of a national hero and we very
much want his medals to
be returned or replaced so
they can be displayed in his
hometown of Ballinrobe,
Ireland, to be a constant
reminder of the connection between our two great
countries," Arrison said.
The Sentinel-Record reports that King was awarded the Medal of Honor for
heroism in 1901 and again
in 1909 while serving in
the U.S. Navy. According
to Visit Hot Springs, he is
one of only 19 people to receive the Medal of Honor
twice.
Documents
obtained
from Visit Hot Springs
through an FOIA request
include a constituent inquiry Kathleen Ann Reid
(King), John King's greatniece, made to U.S. Sen.
Tom Cotton's office in September 2017.
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Heart disease is a silent killer. In fact,
many people never realize they’re at
risk – until it’s too late. Don’t let a
heart attack sneak up on you. This
February, take advantage of our FREE
screenings and protect your heart and
your loved ones from heart disease.
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and the family members
present, and were passing
around his other medals,
which were framed.
"I got to thinking about
it — you know, the only
thing that's missing are
those two congressional
medals, which are, you
know, so important," he
said Friday.
"They never got the
medals, and they've got every medal — you know, he
was a pretty decorated guy
— there's just a missing
spot in that box, is where
the idea came from," Everhart said.
"When we found out
about the missing medals
in Ireland we decided to
see what we could do to
help in their quest to get
them back or at least get
some replacement medals," Steve Arrison, CEO
of Visit Hot Springs, one of
the creators of the parade,
said Thursday.
"Due to our shared history with John King, being
buried here, we thought
it was the least we could
do for these wonderful
people who have become
our friends. Somehow we
thought we could expedite
the issue and help," Arrison said.
"So far we have been
unsuccessful in working
with our congressional
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HOT SPRINGS, Ark.
(AP) — Members of a
goodwill group of Arkansans who visited Ireland
last year in part to honor
John King, an Irish-American War hero buried in
Calvary Cemetery in Hot
Springs, have renewed an
effort to replace his two
Medals of Honor, which
were lost while in the possession of the U.S. Navy.
The privately funded
trip included employees of
Visit Hot Springs, which
honors King annually at
his grave site as part of
the festivities surrounding
the city's annual World's
Shortest St. Patrick's Day
Parade. Visit Hot Springs
and members of the parade committee have since
worked behind the scenes
on behalf of King's family, after learning during
the trip to his hometown of
Ballinrobe that the medals
were missing.
King is a hometown
hero in Ballinrobe, with a
statue erected in his honor in the town square, said
one member of the group,
Monte Everhart, the reigning "World's Tallest Leprechaun" of the parade.
Everhart recalled finding out about the missing
medals after the delegation
had laid a wreath at the statue, with all the city fathers
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Tuesday, February 13
10am - 1pm
Thursday, February 15
1pm - 4pm
Wednesday, February 21
10am - 2pm
Tuesday, February 27
1pm - 4pm
Saline Memorial Hospital Lobby
No appointment needed, just walk in!

(501) 776-6000 | SalineMemorial.org
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